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When I was Bishop’s Chaplain for Development (1998 – 2004) I was fascinated 
by how much I learned which the church had not previously taught me. There is 
a lot of very impressive research about which if known and understood helps 
us to not make the same mistakes which others have already made.  I did my 
best to rectify that situation in those seven years and was dismayed to find how 
often I bumped into the attitude that “my experience is better informed than the 
research you quote”.  
One of the issues that I used to bang on about was Church size. This is based 
on the idea that a church of fifty people will behave in a very different manner 
than a church of 150 people or a church of 350 people.  
In a similar way a single adult person probably has only one person to consider 
when making a decision. When married there are three components to the 
decision.  What is best for him? Wat is best for her? what is best for them both? 
Add in a baby and you have six things to think about and a much more 
complex situation. Likewise with churches. 
Churches who have less than seventy people present on a Sunday are called 
small. And small is definitely beautiful.  Small churches are not failed bigger 
churches. A good small healthy church is a good small healthy church. 
What are the particular characteristics of a good small healthy church?  
The first is that they are all about relationships. It is the people and our 
relationship with them which drives a small church.  
Small churches prefer discernment to planning. By discernment I mean the 
discernment of how the Holy Spirit is leading and guiding the church. Small 
churches respond quickly and instinctively to opportunities for service. Being 
small, they cannot do everything but they are at their best when an opportunity 
is discerned and it becomes a project. Larger churches need to plan and enjoy 
planning.  Rarely is this so for the small church. 
Decisions tend to be made over coffee and usually involve most if not all the 
congregation. When the Governing Body meets, they usually write down what 
is the decision and how it will be executed. i.e., who will do the work.  
Older leaders, who are no longer active in the governing body, play a very 
important part in the life of a small church. Such people are often a source of 
immense strength and wisdom.  Sometimes they can also be a bottleneck for 
good ideas leading to frustration and difficulties. 
One other thing we learned is that one small church is very much like another.  
It does not seem to matter where they are located or how far apart they are.  It 
is the fact that they are small which is their similarity. This means that it can be 
very fruitful to put a number of small churches into some form of a regional 
partnership in which each retains their own identity but they can talk to each 
other, relate to each other and support each other because they share this one 
common factor – each is a small church striving to be a healthy small church in 
which can be discerned the marks of the kingdom of God. 
 

Harvey 

 

Mission District Contacts 

 

Office : 8am – 12 noon, Fridays 
           Phone: 09-431 4122                   Email: mangawhaichristking@xtra.co.nz  
           Postal: PO Box 58, Mangawhai Village 0540 
           Website:  www.mangawhaianglican.org.nz  

 
Minister:  
Rev. Harvey Smith           021 0264 4699       harveysmith45@gmail.com   
                                         09 480 8755 

Office Administrator:  
Fay Burnett                      09 431 4122           fayburnett75@gmail.com   
                                         021 111 0064 
 

Parish Wardens 
Lindsay McCaw                09 601 6169          lindsay.celiamc@xtra.co.nz  
(Priest’s Warden)              022 032 6360 
            
Jo Sarah                          027 2104 166         sarah-family@outlook.com         
(People’s Warden) 
 

Synod Representatives:  
Bernard Chivers               09 431 5990           bernardchivers@gmail.com   
Jo Sarah                          027 2104 166         sarah-family@outlook.com  
 

Governing Body: 
Martin Arrowsmith            09 431 5892/          arrows676@gmail.com 
(Treasurer)                       027 8566 001 
Fay Burnett                      09 431 2449            
Bill Bygrave                      09 431 4210           christinebygrave@gmail.com  
Bernard Chivers               09 431 5990  
Ann Dowson                    09 431 5913           nev.anndowson@gmail.com  
Margaret Haverfield         09 431 2072 
Gwen Lawrence               09 431 2313           lawredale@xtra.co.nz  
Lindsay McCaw               09 601 6169  
Celia McCaw                   09 601 6169/  
                                         022 351 7994         lindsay.celiamc@xtra.co.nz  
Jo Sarah                          027 210 4166 
Daniel Twinn                    09 431 3073           twinnimage@actrix.co.nz 
Lynda Wintle                    09 431 4766           wintlejim-lynda@xtra.co.nz 
 

Cemetery contacts:  
Kaiwaka, Bill Bygrave        09 431 4210         christinebygrave@gmail.com  
Hakaru, Bevan Lawrence  09 480 1949         bevanconsult@gmail.com   
              John Sarah           021 733 927        sarah-family@outlook.com 



 
Chooks Behaving Badly Under Lockdown! 

New nesting boxes for Burnett hens Vandals attacking Dalleise’s garden 

The first day of Spring has arrived! Rosie Boom, (NZ award-

winning author) reflects in her Devotional- (My Heart 

Overflows)- “The garden awakes and daffodils and freesias are 

everywhere. Just like the bulbs that have lain dormant beneath 

the earth all winter...things that we thought were dead are 

resurrected; hope we thought was dead springs up anew.” AMEN 

The Joys of Gardening! 
I guess the reader can take what they wish from this! 
Every year soon after the middle of August my normally reasonably patient 
approach to gardening breaks down and I have to start sowing seeds . . . in 
pottles, inside, admittedly. 
This year was no different and I started four different varieties of tomato. 
Germination was patchy and of variably quality. However, I pricked out and 
nursed them along and had some very healthy looking two leafed seedlings 
coming along nicely. 
On Wednesday evening I overlooked covering the seedlings on my shed bench! 
Thursday morning and I found about 99% of the seedings chewed off by some 
wretched rodent! 
Having cursed both the rodent and my ineptitude I set about re-sowing and then 
decided to go to the veg garden to read the rain. Out of the corner of my eye I 
spotted some greenery where I most certainly didn’t expect to see any. 
Would you believe it! The carrots I had given up on were showing through!    
 

Bernard 

Christ the King  
 
It’s been a time of  change for all of us.  We farewelled Wayne and Kim at a 
service held on Sunday 13 June.  This was very well attended by some 70 
people from around our Mission District.  After the service, a magnificent shared 
lunch was enjoyed by all. 
 
We welcomed our interim Priest, Harvey Smith and his delightful wife Christine, 
into our Mission District on Sunday 20

th
 June. 

 
On 23 June some of us travelled to Manurewa for Wayne’s induction service at 
St Lukes. 
 
The following day, several of our congregation travelled to St Columba Anglican 
Church in Grey Lynn, Auckland to farewell our dear friend and fellow parishioner, 
Tevita Latu, who passed away on Sunday 20 June.  Tevita will be sadly missed. 
 
Harvey and Christine decided to move into the Vicarage and we managed to 
make this liveable with very generous donations of furniture by various 
parishioners.. 
 
Some shelving has been installed in Christ the King’s lounge, to be filled 
(hopefully) with donated Christian books for use by members of our Mission 
District.  It is intended that these books be loaned free of charge. 
 
Harvey and Christine held an “at home” at the Vicarage on Sunday 15 August.  
This was extremely well attended and a shared meal, with delicious soup and 
home baked bread made by Christine, as well as other mouth-watering 
contributions by others.  It was a delightful evening and we thank Harvey and 
Christine for their wonderful hospitality.  It was great to view the Vicarage at long 
last. 
 
Then BANG we were plunged back into “lockdown” the following Tuesday.  This 
COVID virus appears to be something we’re just going to have to learn live with.  
 
Harvey has continued to guide his flock from Auckland for which we thank him. 
 
Hopefully we will be able to recommence our worship services soon.  In the 
meantime stay safe everyone. 
 
Jo Sarah 



ST MICHAELS AND ALL ANGELS, HAKARU 
 

Not a lot has happened at St Michaels over the last few months.  However, 
hopefully we have foiled the attempts of the little oiks `from who knows where, 
ploughing up the carpark.  We were fortunate in obtaining some large concrete 
power poles which have been strategically placed in order to stop the said oiks 
from doing wheelies, which they appear to love doing, especially when it’s been 
raining.  A big thank you to Neville Dowson, David Lusty, Bill Bygrave and Bevan 
Lawrence for organising this.  
 
Unfortunately due to COVID Lockdown, we were unable to hold our Sunday 
service on the 29

th
 August and of course the wonderful shared lunch afterwards.  

I’m sure our waistlines were very grateful for missing this sumptuous shared 
lunch. 
 
Jo Sarah 

Power poles being placed on St Michael’s carpark 

New driveway 

apron and 

footpaths outside 

St Paul’s 

 

 
 Activities Under Lockdown 
 
Peter Linnell undertook transcribing diary  
entries from the (tiny!) 1943 war diary of his father, 
Brian Linnell. 

 
 R.A.F. 608 Coastal Command Squadron:  
North Africa base - Blida, Algeria  
 3

rd
 April :  Went on patrol well East to the coast off  

Tunisia.  Uneventful until nearly back to Algiers when  
weather closed in and we couldn’t get back to the  
aerodrome. Flew up and down the coast and into  
harbour at Algiers, expecting to be  fired at all the  
time. Jettisoned our bombs and O.Cs. and decided 
to ditch, as petrol running low. Clouds lifted on hills  
and decided to free land in vineyard. Did so  
successfully with 10 gallons left. No one hurt and  
aircraft little damaged. 
 17

th
 April:  ….turned in at 11.00pm…. Called a few minutes later and took off 

1.00am on Bizerta / Tunis/ Sicily reconnaissance  - flew at 200ft. Night fighter got 
on our tail on the way home, but managed to shake it off…getting lost. Found 
ourselves off Sardinia so climbed to 8,500ft. to avoid mountains. Flew south and 
found ourselves over Bone at daybreak. Landed Tingley airfield at 6.00am after a 
fairly hectic trip- very tired. 
 4

th
 June:  Had interview with C.O. re commission and he seemed satisfied. 

Convoy patrol at 1pm – 100 ships; a wonderful sight. Returned at 6.30 and found 
that two chalets has been burned, but fortunately not ours. 
 10

th 
 June:   Birthday – boys drank my ‘health’ in little party in chalet. 

11
th 

 June:  U Boat hunt but upon return found that every station in Mediterranean 
had been calling us and thought us lost. Bad area for reception and inexperienced 
radio operator. Fired rockets at Flame Float. 
20

th
 June (Bone, Algeria):   Took off at 2.40 am on U Boat hunt, being delayed 40 

minutes awaiting info on Submarine position.  Quite a lot of enemy air activity. 
Sighted (Sub.) U Boat about 5am in moonlight, but dived too quickly for me to 
attack. Landed 8.30. Tried to rest during day and had a shower. 
3

rd
 July:  1.30 am start for U Boat hunt – late leaving due to faulty instrument 

lighting. Saw a few convoys. Heavy air raid on Bone but little damage as enemy 
didn’t like to face heavy flak and dropped bombs in sea, streaking for home with 
night fighters on tail. 4 shot down. Flares and tracer shells a great sight. 
 5

th
 July:  On beach in afternoon when Jerry shot down. Pilot bailed out at 500 feet 

right over our heads. Plane crashed 100 yards away and burnt up -  just missing 
camp. Very lucky getting grandstand view! 
 6

th
 July:  Convoy escort. Most uncomfortable as temperature 114F. Rough flying 

conditions and bad visibility. Flying from 4am to 10am. Bottle of beer each on 
landing, then a swim. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Activities Under Lockdown 

I’ve been trying to finish a large throw and cushions for quite some time now; the 

cushions were finished reasonably quickly but the queen-size throw was a different 

story. It involved knitting 180 squares, 40 triangles and 4 borders. The knitting was 

enjoyable but…….the sewing together was a real pain in the neck — literally— and on 

the eyes!! It was gathered up and stuck in a bag for later….much later!!! This lockdown 

and the UFO (UnFnishedObject) was back in the pipeline….AND it is finished. 

Sylvia Money 

Landscaping work for Dalleise and Glen Jaques  

Looks great  -  well done! 

 The splendour of the rose and the whiteness of the lily 

do not rob the little violet of it’s scent nor the daisy 

of its simple charm. If every tiny flower wanted to be a 

rose, spring would lose its loveliness. 

 

    Therese of Lisieux  

St Paul's, Kaiwaka 
 

June was the month we farewelled Rev. Wayne Thornton, and his wife, Kim, at a 
farewell service at Christ the King, Mangawhai on Sunday 13th and wished them 
all the best for their move to St Luke’s, Manurewa.   We were happy to welcome 
Rev. Harvey Smith, and his wife Christine to our Mission District on 20 June.  
Harvey was appointed as Interim Priest-in-Charge of Mangawhai, Paparoa and 
Wellsford Mission Districts until January next year—a huge task.  
 
Sadly, Harvey’s first service at St Paul’s was a funeral service for Bev. Jaques on 
1st July.  It was a lovely service to farewell Bev, with those attending filling the 
church, hall and many others standing outside.  
 
Congratulations to Bill and Christine Bygrave on the arrival in July of their first 
greatgrandchild   -  Octavia-Rose Louise Penney. 
 
The roadworks and landscaping outside St Paul’s is almost completed now, with 
footpaths, layby, driveway sealed and extra gravel laid in the carpark.  
Landscaping and drainage between the school and the church is still to be 
undertaken. 
 
St Paul’s parishioners discussed a proposal for purchase of a new ‘secondhand’ 
electronic organ.  Harvey advised we would require a ‘Bishop’s Faculty’, and full 
support from the congregation for such a purchase, and that plans should be put 
on hold until next year when a new priest-in-charge is appointed. 
We were grateful for the donation of a vacuum-cleaner for Archie Bull Hall, from 
Martin and Beth Arrowsmith. 
 
Harvey and Christine very generously invited all members of the Mangawhai 
Mission District to an ‘At Home’ at the Mangawhai Vicarage in August.  Those 
attending were made very welcome and shared a meal and drinks—a very 
happy occasion. 
 
There haven’t been any services at St Paul’s since 15th August because of the 
lockdown, level four.  It is hoped that we will start again once we drop to level 
two.  Thank you to all those people who have been keeping in touch with 
parishioners by telephone. 
 
We thank Harvey, John and Derek for taking services and their very thought-
provoking sermons.  Thank you to all who help make our services happen—
preparing communion, liturgists, musicians, overhead technicians, welcomers, 
those reading the Word and prayers, cleaners, flower arrangers, and to those 
preparing morning tea, and providing birthday cards. 
You’re a great team—bless you all. 
 
Fay Burnett 
 
  



 
 
 
 

  
 

Mangawhai Mission District 
Services Under Level 2 

THE REV. HARVEY SMITH 

Priest in Charge of the Mangawhai Mission District 

Priest in Charge of the Paparoa Mission District 

Priest in Charge of the Wellsford Mission District 
 

Actions needed 
 
1.           When people arrive at church they must either scan   

themselves in or sign a form to say they are present. 
  
2.      People will be seated two metres apart (unless they are in 
              the same bubble).     
 
3.     There will be no formal collection at the services. Collection 

    plates will be placed at the entrance to the worship area, 

    clearly marked. These will not be brought forward during 

    the service, neither will the food.  
 
4.     To reduce movement in the congregation Harvey will be the 

    liturgist at both services and the readings and the 
    intercessions will be taken in place, not at the lectern.  

 
5.          There is no singing permitted at the moment. 
 
6.          At communion time, we form one line down the middle 

aisle, remembering our spacing and we receive just the 
bread from myself who will be masked. People return to 
their seats down the appropriate side aisle. If we have 
people present who cannot come forward, I will go to them 
in the normal way.  

 
7.      There is no morning tea. 
             Let’s pray for nice weather so that people can chat outside 
              and maintain good physical distance in the open air. 

 
 
I’m a Northland girl through and through, which ‘means trouble in rugby season 
because Harvey is rock solid Taranaki. I'm a proud Foundation Student of Kamo 
High School, a graduate of Massey University and the University of Canterbury 
from where I hung up my blue stockings and married a newly minted Anglican 
priest. Our early years were spent abroad where Harvey worked in two entirely 
different parishes, the new town of Basildon, Essex, where our daughter Nicola 
was born, and the inner city of London, at Shepherd's Bush. 
 
On return to New Zealand the years were swallowed by mothering four children, 
being a member of the Maori Women’s Welfare League, a tutor in bread baking 
out of which two bread books flowed, and once we were in Pukekohe a chance 
came for  
Harvey to kindly move over,  which he willingly did, and I gained a career of my 
own working as the start up Head of Alumni Relations ( you might well ask 
'What?', I did too) for fourteen years at The University of Auckland, followed by a 
similar six years at The Australian National University, years full of innovation 
and travel, going to where our graduates were, finding them and engaging them 
back into their university mostly for their own good, but also to assist the 
university further. It was a very exciting career. 
 
Along the way I honed some hobbies and a number of crafts which I enjoy to this 
day. As a family we liked our camping holidays, and as dear olds,  we still enjoy 
the tent life. 
 
It's marvellous to come full circle back to the North and feel so at home, albeit 
briefly. 
 
Christine 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Chris and Harvey with Nicola and twins 
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Church Profile:  Rev. Harvey & Christine Smith 
 
I was born under the shadow of Taranaki and raised in St Mary’s Church New 
Plymouth along with sundry schools. I loved reading, I loved sport and although I 
had an older sister I lived happily in and with myself. Dad worked for the P+T, he 
also loved sport and was a church attending Baptist until he became a confirmed 
Anglican thereby joining Mum at St Mary’s. Because of Dad’s promotions I 
attended three high schools before going to Massey University where I found out 
that I was hopeless at Physics but discovered a vocation to the ordained ministry 
 
Prior to St John’s Theological College, I was commissioned as an officer in the 
Royal New Zealand Army Service Corps (National Service) and then came three 
years at St John’s followed by (a) ordination as deacon and priest in Napier 
Cathedral and (b) marriage to Christine in the same place. Then followed three and 
a half years in England where our daughter Nicola was born, before returning 
home to the Waikohu Parochial District, outside of Gisborne towards the Waioeka 
Gorge and the arrival of twin boys, Stephen and Daniel. Then came Kawerau with 
the birth of our fourth child Robin where he was found, like Nicola, to have Cystic 
Fibrosis and died as a young baby. 
 
 As In Waikohu I was looking after seven congregations, doing all the Anglican 
Priestly ministry on the various marae as well as being the Industrial Chaplain at 
Tasman and Caxton Paper Mills. Pukekohe came next with the Franklin Regional 
Ministry followed by St Aidan’s Remuera where for a while I was Archdeacon of 
Auckland and where we mourned the ending of Nicola’s life before I found myself 
spending some time as the Bishop’s Chaplain for Development which included four 
years as Vicar of St Paul’s Symonds St. By which point Christine had moved very 
unexpectedly to Canberra, Australia where I was able to join her earlier than we 
had thought possible.  Whilst there I was an honorary assistant priest at an 
Anglican Church and Minister of the Word at a Uniting Church.  This latter had a 
very strong ministry to people with disabilities and was a church I very much 
enjoyed.  
 
Coming home I spent four years with our church in Ellerslie and then Glen Innes 
before heading up here where we feel well placed. My favourite meal is Scallops in 
Pernod, for beer I like anything brewed and served in Germany, for wine I like 
Alborino and for books it is usually history or biography, music is jazz and the 
holiday place I would love to return to is Kapitaniana in Crete. 
 
Harvey 

Mangawhai Mission District Fundraising Calendar 2022 
 
Many thanks to Jo Sarah and her team who sourced sponsors for next 
year’s calendar.   The sponsors are listed below  -  if you have any contact 
with them, please remember to thank them for their sponsorship. 
 

January:      Morris & Morris Funerals 
                     Calders Design & Print Co. 
 
February:     Landcare Services. Kaiwaka 
            
March:         Parker Lime Co., Kaiwaka 
 
April:            St Michael’s & All Angels (sponsored by Gwen & Len  
                     Lawrence) 
 
May:            Kaiwaka Four Square 
 
June:           Mangawhai Optometrists 
                     Mangawhai Village Automotive Ltd 
 
July:             Bayley’s Real Estate, Mangawhai 
 
August:        Pumps & Plumbing: Kaiwaka & Ruawai 
                     The Apple Basket, Kaiwaka 
 
September:  Heads of Hair, Mangawhai 
                     BK’s Sushi, Kaiwaka & Mangawhai 
 
October:      Gardens of Beauty (sponsored by Ian McKenzie) 
 
November:   Engtech Engineering, Hakaru 
                     Stylish Homes, Mangawhai 
 
December:   Agridustrial, Hakaru 

 
Martin Arrowsmith 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Farewell for Rev. Wayne and Kim Thornton  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘At Home’  -  With Rev. Harvey and Christine 

Smith 


