Feeling Fab at Christ the King Church, Mangawhai

Feeling Fab, which Liz York founded in 2013, hosts regular pamper days for
women in grief. The days include hair styling, makeup sessions, manicures,
massages, craft tables, tea and lunch, all free. “When you're grieving, you miss
feeling like your old self,” says Liz. “To start feeling better, you have to bring some
joy into that grief.”

Each pamper day involves both recipients and hands-on volunteers — “my Feeling
Fab angels”, as Liz calls them. Recipients often return as volunteers, drawn back
to the elixir of camaraderie, fun and healing created by the day. The greatest
heroes, she adds, are those grief-numbed pamper day recipients who force
themselves to arrive, only to feel too low to leave the car. Liz and her angels gently
stop the ones who look set to drive away, and welcome all with cuddles.
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Minister's Musings

WHAT’S SO ORDINARY ABOUT ORDINARY SUNDAYS?

It's goodbye to the warm days of the Easter season, as Pentecost and Trinity
Sundays usher us into the cooler season of Ordinary Sundays. This liturgical
season stretches right through Winter and Spring.

Why call this an “Ordinary Season”? The English language suggests that the
ordinary things in life are nothing special. Add to that the vague awareness
among Anglicans (along with Catholics, Orthodox, Presbyterians, Methodists,
and Lutherans) that the season of Ordinary Time takes up most of our liturgical
year — more than 30 Sundays: “Will it never end?!” may be the cry during the
winter of our discontent as the Diocesan leadership seeks a more permanent
arrangement for pastoral leadership in our neighbouring mission districts: far
from any ordinary task.

The Revised Common Lectionary (used by all the churches above) calls these
Sundays ordinary for a particularly unexciting reason: because the weeks are
numbered. The Latin word is ordinalis. In other words these 30-something
numbered weeks count off the ordered season of Christians hearing the
Ministry of the Word. It's like our lives: most of our days are not birthdays or
celebrations. Most of my life (and probably yours), is simple discipleship — a life
kept in order by discovering new treasures hidden in old store-houses in the
Bible and daily prayer.

So let’'s welcome Ordinary Time in June, when, appropriately, the Gospel
recalls some ordinary folks offering to follow the extraordinary Jesus: “...but
please, sir, can you taihoa while we do some ordinary stuff at home?” they say.
Jesus told one, “Let the spiritually dead bury their own dead! Your duty is to
come on and preach about the Kingdom of God.”

Another said, “OK, Lord, I will follow you, but just hang on while | say my
goodbyes to my whanau.”

But Jesus was brusque: “Mate! Anyone who puts a hand to the plough and
then looks back is not fit for the Kingdom of God.”

Sheesh! That's some extraordinary challenge for the start of Ordinary Time:
Christ, the Son of God, is walking along ahead of us challenging us to put him
first. There's nothing dull about that!

Likewise, the normal liturgical colour for Ordinary Time may seem unexciting:
green. Green vestments, green altar cloths. Yeah, | guess green has lots to do
with the Northern Hemisphere Springs and Summers. But more universally,
green is the colour of growth. Green reminds us how the Early Church got
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SERMON REVIEWS warmed up by the Holy Spirit and began to poke up new shoots and spread the

I've got o ek e Jesus message to everyone, everywhere. Quite extraordinary!
i lergy o
;‘nﬂ‘fﬁgw#ﬂ““ So just to recap on our seasons: Our Church year begins with Advent (not
FETY Christmas), followed immediately by the Christmas and Epiphany seasons.

Ordinary Time technically kicks off in January, but Epiphany rates a higher billing.
This first period of Ordinary Time runs until Ash Wednesday when Lent begins.
Then it's Easter and Pentecost and Trinity, till Ordinary Time resumes again. This
second period of Ordinary Time runs from June until Advent when the liturgical
year begins again.

Our ordered years — and our numbered days - are reflected of the NZ hymn*:

Our life has its seasons, and God has the reasons
why Spring follows Winter and new leaves grow.
For there’s a connection with our resurrection
that flowers will bud after frost and snow.

CHORUS:
But there’s never a time to stop believing

There’s never a time for hope to die.
Below are photos of the yearlings, kindly being reared by Paula and There’s never a time to stop loving

Stephen Whyte to raise funds for Mangawhai Mission District. These three things go on.

Calf Fundraiser

2 There’s a time to be planting, a time to be plucking
A time to be laughing, a time to weep.
A time to be building, a time to be breaking
A time to be waking, a time to sleep...(chorus)

3 There’s a time to be hurting, a time to be healing
A time to be saving, a time to spend.
A time to be grieving, a time to be dancing
A time for beginning, a time to end...(chorus)
(*“OUR LIFE HAS ITS SEASONS’ - by Shirley Murray and Colin Gibson © NZHT)

We'll sing this hymn to kick off Ordinary Time this year.
Rev. Peter Minson




Christ the King, Mangawhai

Following the departure of Rev Harvey Smith at the end of February we have
been without a Priest in Charge as the applicant for the position decided not to
take this up. In the meantime Lindsay drew up a programme for the next four
months for visiting and retired clergy plus lay members of our congregation to
preach and/or take communion at our services. We are very grateful to Rev Tony
Stroobant and Rev Peter Minson who have been taking communion services on
a regular basis and we have also had visits from Rev Colin Marshall and Rev
Colin Gordon. Bernard Chivers and Bronwyn Emson have preached at services
and our thanks go to them. With a return to the Orange Covid level, regulations
have been relaxed somewhat and we are now able to have communion with both
bread and wine.

Easter fell during this period and Rev Tony and Bronwyn organised Stations of
the Cross each morning of Holy Week. We had a very moving Tenebrae service
on Good Friday led by Rev Tony and shared with our Roman Catholic friends
and our Archdeacon the Ven Jonathan Gale presided at the Easter Sunday
service.

Our Mission District AGM was held at Christ the King on 27" March following the
morning service. Both Wardens and most of the existing members of the
Governing Body were returned to office. Marilyn Lees has taken over the role of
Parish Recorder from Trewby Bull after his many years of faithful service. Our
grateful thanks to both Marilyn and Trewby.

Rhythm ’'n’ Riggle is now back in full swing after an enforced break caused by
Covid restrictions and we held our first coffee morning for a long time on 5" May
at Parkview Waters hosted by Alan and Margaret Whitaker. We received a grant
of $1500 from the Mangawhai Community Opportunity Shop Trust to purchase a
replacement laptop for Rhythm’n’Riggle. Thank you to John Sarah for organising
the application form.

Celia and Lindsay McCaw celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary on 15"
April. Our congratulations to them both on this very special occasion.
As we head into winter keep warm and keep well.

Lynda Wintle

A Thought for Pentecost

We do not need to wait for the Holy Spirit fo come: he
came on the day of Pentecost. He has never left the
church. John Stott
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Opening of Two Bridges, Kaiwaka

Two new footbridges were opened at a double ribbon-cutting ceremony in the
Kaipara township of Kaiwaka on Saturday 26 March. Blessed by local iwi Tu Uri
0 Hau, the opening of the footbridges marks the completion of a project initially
started in 2020.

Two new signs were also unveiled and blessed, marking the generous donation
of two parcels of land by the McClean family to the Kaiwaka community. The first
parcel of land was donated by Archie and Bessie McClean in 1947, which is now
known as McClean Park. A second parcel was donated this year by John and the
late Enid McClean to the south of the bridge, enabling access up to the State
Highway.

John McClean was present at the opening of the park in 1947 and was there at
the ceremony this week to cut the ribbons and unveil the signs. He said it was a
blessing to see the sign and thought his family would be pleased to see their
donation acknowledged. He also unveiled a second sign commemorating his
own donation. “It's been my privilege to donate it [the land]. The future use of it
excites me. | really think it has got something special to offer,” says Mr McClean.

“I'm quite proud of it, especially the fact it's got my wife’s name on it. She walked
past it every day on the way to school.”

The footbridges have been a long-held goal of community group Kaiwaka Can.
Originally the brainchild of local resident Lars Hakkenburg, whose idea was to
put a shipping container across the river. The idea was kept alive by the Chair of
Kaiwaka Can at that time, Derek Christensen. During Derek Christensen’s
tenure the vision evolved into the footbridges you see today. Current Chair of
Kaiwaka Can David Wright took over the reins at Kaiwaka Can two years ago to
see the project through to completion.

St Paul’s, Kaiwaka

St Paul’s services are slowly returning to some sort of normality under Covid19
Orange Light regulations. As the Mission District is currently without a Priest-in-
Charge, our Priest's Warden, Lindsay McCsw has organised a roster of retired
ministers and lay preachers up until October. We are pleased to have the Rev.
Peter Minson taking a Communion service on the first Sunday of the month, and
Rev. John McClean also offering Communion on the third Sunday. Rev. John
took Communion on Easter Sunday, and we enjoyed hot cross buns and Easter
eggs for morning tea afterwards. We have had some inspirational sermons from
Rev. Peter, Anneliese Allen, Christine Bygrave and Peter Linnell.

Numbers attending services are down a little with some members unwell, and
others travelling overseas. It was great to welcome Anne Connolly-Munt and
Allan King back, following a lengthy break while Anne awaited surgery.

During March, Margot, Anneliese and myself got together to work on a plan for
St Paul’s services for the rest of the year. Following on from this, we had a well-
attended working bee in April, with the church, hall and gardens given a thorough
clean, inside and out, leaving the buildings sparkling! Well done everyone!

Marc Olsen keeps the church lawns tidy throughout the year free of charge for
which we are very grateful We now have a basket available in the church foyer
for donations of groceries for the Kaiwaka Foodbank.

With Isa and Derek moving down to Red Beach at short notice, we were,
unfortunately, unable to organise a farewell function for them. We miss them
very much. Isa is now being cared for in Maygrove Hospital with Derek and
family at her side. Our prayers are with them at this time.

Fay Burnett

Another Thought for Pentecost

Without Pentecost the Christ-event — the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus — remains imprisoned in history as
something to remember, think about and reflect on. The
Spirit of Jesus comes to dwell within us, so that we can

become living Christs here and now.

Henri Nouwen



St Michael’s and All Angels, Hakaru

The church service on Sunday 29th May was well attended and we
even got a phone call from a Kaiwaka parishioner saying how much she
and her husband had enjoyed the service and the get-together
afterwards at the Hakaru Hall.

Many thanks to Tony for his sermon, and offering Communion, also to
Christ the King for lending us their candles and to Bronwyn for bringing
all the extras for communion.

We have had two burials recently.

Our sympathy to Jo and John Sarah on the death of John's brother,
Peter.

That is all for now,
Cheers and God Bless from Ann Dowson

families at the retarded children’s groups where we worked as volunteers for
many years (in Aust, US, NZ).

In 1973, Gordon became a Senior Lecturer at the University of Auckland. What
a waste we thought to fly directly, so instead, 3 year old in tow, and to our
parents’ horror, we set out on a 3 month adventure driving through Mexico and
Central America to Panama, then flying to Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile,
Easter Island, Tahiti and NZ. One of the Embassy people giving us visas was
appalled - you'll be murdered he said. Well, we struck prejudice, antiUS feeling
(we were driving a Buick Skylark), lots of stomach bugs that have never truly left
us, Managua flattened by an earthquake days before, utterly incredible scenery,
poverty we had never dreamed of, the richness of churches that upset us greatly,
theft with which we just had to cope, political situations potentially dangerous,
and such true kindness in unexpected places we will never forget.

Of course, the travel bug did not leave us alone either. University sabbaticals
and retirement have made it possible to work and visit more countries - Australia
(had to see something of our birth country), England and Sweden for 6 months
each (oh the joy of a Swedish Christmas), Europe in between, India, Thailand,
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Malaysia. Too much to bore you with, but what |
haven’t mentioned was that we also COLLECTED on the way. Other people are
sensible enough to pick small souvenirs, not us. Well we drew the line at
elephants and steam trains - but not at hand-woven fabrics, pottery, baskets,
shells, rocks, oh dear should | go on?

In our retirement, Gordon paints, works on miniatures for his train set, grows fruit
trees, mows lawns, looks after me, and wishes he was 20 years younger; | read,
do Sudoku and crosswords, quilt and embroider, look after Gordon, and ditto.
We both enjoy our home in Kaiwaka after homes in Beach Haven and
Waimauku, having given up our retreat at Omapere last year when the distance
to travel became too great. Gordon plays indoor bowls, and we both play
petanque, go to Rebus, and
Rockhounds. We miss our elder son
and family a lot (in Oz), but are glad
to have our younger son close (a
local teacher) with his Korean lady
JiYeon. | love being able to attend
Christ the King and sometimes
Kaiwaka, having found friendship,
guidance, and support here. Love
for our Lord and others, forgiveness,
and inclusion are the watchwords |
believe we all need, instead of the
exclusion and separation
experienced elsewhere. Thanks for
reading.

Marilyn




Church Profile: Marilyn and Gordon Lees

| was born into a Plymouth (closed) Brethren family in Melbourne during the
Second World War. My parents were devout Christians, loving their Lord, each
other, and their families deeply. They were however thinkers and questioners,
and it was inevitable that in the late 1940s, they were shunned and “separated
from” by the PBs. Even my mother’s family were forced to comply. Mum and
Dad joined the Church of Christ and remained members for most of their lives,
until they found great happiness in the Christian Brethren groups, | believe made
up of similarly shunned ex-PBs whose stories were so familiar.

Meanwhile we moved from Melbourne to Ballarat to Ararat as they tried to find a
suitable climate to help with my asthma (no medication to speak of in those
days). Until the 1960s when steroids were introduced, asthmatics had a rather
bad time of it and attacks dominated my life. Sport was impossible so | took
refuge in books, not easy in a town where the only library was at an ancient
Mechanics’ Institute. When a new town library was built, | immediately became a
very willing worker, content to do anything for no pay to be able to read every
book that was bought!

Life followed a typical pattern for those days, family, church, school, exams,
more exams, university. Being female | was not permitted by my school to do
science and mathematics which | wanted to do, but was forced into literature and
languages because the only occupation suitable for country girls who weren’t
secretaries or typists was teaching. This was not right for me, and along with
other crises a disastrous few years followed, yet looking back | can see a path
developing that | was on unknowingly. | worked in 1961 in the first computer
laboratory (CSIRAC) at Melbourne Universty as a flexowriter operator, then was
fortunate enough to be employed at the University Medical Library and continued
as a medical librarian for the next few years in various hospitals. 1965 was the
best year ever for me. | was permitted to take up my Commonwealth
Scholarship without penalty, after tossing away my teaching bursary at
university, to restart and complete my BA. | revelled in subjects | wanted to do a
Psychology major, History and Philosophy of Science major, Criminology, Middle
Eastern Thought and Philosophy etc. Hard work as a mature student but
absolute bliss. Even better, there was this particular PhD biochemistry student
who, unknown to me, was visiting the Med Library more often than required to
check out the librarian his friend was dating occasionally. We were both invited
to said friend’s 21st, and that was it. Gordon and | married in 1967, both finished
our degrees in 1969, our son Stuart was born Christmas Eve 1969, and we left
Australia in January 1970 for Gordon’s post-doctoral years (we adopted Philip in
New Zealand in 1973).

So instead of the typical pattern | mentioned, it has been an incredible life. A
year in LA, 2 years in Denver, while Gordon moved from cheese research into
research on the actions of chemicals on the brain, Alzheimers, Parkinson’s, etc.
Every chance we had we explored Western USA, finding the scenery easier to
get on with than the locals. We did find other folk more ready to accept us,
Mexican, German, Swiss, Indian, people of colour, although other friends were

When is Pentecost celebrated?
Pentecost Sunday is celebrated 50 days after Easter. In 2022. This
event is celebrated to commemorate the gift of the Holy Spirit.

What is the significance of the Pentecost in the Bible?

The word “Pentecost” comes from pentekoste which means fiftieth in
Greek. The Christian holy day of Pentecost, which is celebrated fifty days
after Easter Sunday, commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon
the Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ while they were in
Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of Weeks, as described in the Acts of
the Apostles. Pentecost is regarded as the birthday of the Christian
church, and the beginning of God's message to the world.

The story of the first Pentecost

The Pentecost story can be traced back to the Jewish festival of
Shavout. This is what the apostles were celebrating when the Holy Spirit
came to them. According to the Bible, it sounded like a very strong wind,
and it looked like fire. After this, the apostles found that they could speak
in different languages, which helped them to spread God’s word.
Passers by though that they were drunk, until Peter told them that they
had been filled with the Holy Spirit.

What are the symbols of the Holy Spirit?

Fire is a symbol of Pentecost and represents the apostles' ability to
communicate in new languages following tongues of fire landing on their
heads. A dove represents the Holy Spirit as it appears during Jesus'
baptism by John the Baptist. The colour red is also used in some
Christian churches as a symbol of the flames appearing on the disciples'
heads, while the wind is a representation of God's breath.

In Acts 2: 17 Peter quotes from the Book of Joel: “In the last days ,
God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions , your old men
will dream dreams.” (Joel 2: 28)



Working Bee at St Paul's Church, Kaiwaka

Sorting out the drainage pit - Christ the King carpark




